Letter to the Editor
Write a letter in response to an article or an opinion piece about student achievement.

RE: July 20th “Passing AIMS has added urgency now”

In Arizona, AIMS may be the only way to graduate from high school, but what kinds of support do students need – throughout their school careers – to succeed on AIMS and, more importantly, in life? The ability to read effectively, which includes reading test questions, must be a priority for ALL of Arizona schools.

Research studies in 17 states show that a strong school library program staffed by a professional school librarian positively impacts student achievement, particularly in reading. Congressman Raúl Grijalva is a co-sponsor of the SKILLs Act (H.R. 2864/ S. 1699). “SKILLs” stands for “Strengthening Kids’ Interest in Learning and Libraries.” This legislation guarantees that ALL students across the nation are served by highly qualified, state-certified school librarians and that students have the library resources they need to succeed.
Many of Arizona’s students do not have access to up-to-date books and information. Far too many attend schools with disorganized book rooms. Even some who are lucky enough to have school libraries lack qualified librarians whose job it is to work with classroom teachers to spark the fires of curiosity in our youth. Let’s give our students ALL of the tools they need to stay in school, to hunger for knowledge, and to achieve success – on AIMS and beyond. Fully-staffed, fully-stocked school libraries are one place to begin.
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